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The book of Philadelphia. By Robert Shackleton. (Philadelphia: Penn 
publishing company, 1918. 413 p. $3.00) 

The book of Philadelphia is a title suggestive of a large task. Phila- 
delphia is complex, old, still growing, and he who understands her and 
writes of his understanding so that others may share it must have energy, 
insight, and skill. Mr. Shackleton 's book bears ample evidence of his 
powers as an interpreter ; his previous efforts at baring the souls of New 
York and Boston have given him a penetrating vision and a sureness of 
touch that find full scope in his book of Philadelphia. He has given us 
far more than a guidebook for the tourist or casual sojourner; his ob- 
servations and comments have a character that should make the book even 
more valuable to Philadelphians than to outsiders. Cities are not above 
having a mirror held up before them, and fortunate indeed is the one 
which is privileged to catch its reflection in pages of Mr. Shackleton 's. 

Very little escapes him. For those who see only with their eyes there 
is a wealth of vivid impressions ; one senses the generally permeative col- 
or of the older portions of the city and delights in one picturesque bit 
after another ; the narrow streets and the congestion around the city hall 
are portrayed most realistically by Mr. Shackleton 's pen. And for 
those who seek more than visual impressions there is equal satisfaction : 
an echo of the voices of the newsboys, the love of the city for its opera, 
the tradition of the great business houses, the pride of lineage of the 
Philadelphians of Philadelphia. The richness of historical background 
of the city of Penn and Franklin flavors every page, but Mr. Shackleton 
has mercifully spared us the piling up of tedious antiquarian details 
which too many writers have thought necessary properly to impress 
their readers with Philadelphia's heritage from the past. One can not 
doubt that Mr. Shackleton is thoroughly familiar with a mass of such 
details, but he has had the artistry to give them to us only through his 
personal reactions to them, delightfully humanized and everywhere en- 
livened by his mellow sense of humor. 

By one who would know Philadelphia this book can not be disregard- 
ed. It is therefore particularly to be regretted that it is not of more 
substantial workmanship; for the paper and binding will be by no 
means wholly satisfying to those who like to see their book friends well 
clothed. A number of excellent photographs add to the interest, how- 
ever, and a few pen sketches, albeit rather characterless, serve to at- 
tract the eye. These shortcomings in externals are nevertheless slight in 
comparison to the merit of the contents; the book is well worthy of a 
permanent place upon the shelves of those who would know our Ameri- 
can cities. 



